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TAXI DRIVERS LICENSING BILL 2013 
Third Reading 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [7.00 pm] — in reply: I notice that the member who 
previously had the call is no longer in the house, so I rise to conclude the debate. In doing so I thank all members 
for their participation in debate on the Taxi Drivers Licensing Bill 2013. It has indeed been a wide-ranging 
debate. I noticed a couple of members of the opposition, including the member for Mandurah, who rose, in 
effect, to belittle members of the government who made a contribution to this debate. I find it odd that the 
opposition would do that when they generally spend most of their time criticising government members for not 
participating in debates.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Members opposite commented on the quality of debate. I had the privilege of sitting in 
this place, through days if not weeks of debate around the budget bills and others. Can I say that I felt the 
contributions made by the many and varied members of the government clearly outshone those weak 
contributions made to public policy debate in this state by members of the opposition. I gauged that on my 
medical state as I retreated from the house at the end of the day.  

Point of Order 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN: Madam Deputy Speaker, I apologise. I thought I was here in time for the proceedings 
at 7.00 pm. Could you explain why a motion to extend the hours was not moved prior to 7.00 pm, given that it 
was an advertised time and we were not given any notice we would be sitting after 7.00 pm? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Mandurah, there is nothing in the standing orders that says the house 
must rise at seven o’clock, and the Leader of the house moved that this matter be dealt with. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will not keep the member for Mandurah from the drive home and his beauty sleep! 

Point of Order 
Ms M.M. QUIRK: Does not the Leader of the House need to give notice that he is going to move a motion, and 
when did that occur?  
Mr J.H.D. Day: We had a conversation earlier.  

Ms M.M. QUIRK: I am asking you about a matter of procedure, Madam Deputy Speaker. I do not want to have 
a conversation over the chamber with the Leader of the House. I want to know what the standing orders permit.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The Leader of the House does not need to seek leave for an extension of time.  

Debate Resumed 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: We have established that, firstly, from a procedural point of view, the government has 
followed the standing orders; and, secondly, from the point of view of being polite to the opposition, we have 
also followed protocol in that we informed the opposition Whip.  
Ms M.M. Quirk: You have filibustered for a week and now you’re keeping us here! It is an absolute joke.  

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order, member for Girrawheen! 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I will get to the member for Girrawheen in a second. The member for Mandurah made 
large in his speech as he attempted to belittle meaningful contributions to debate in this house by members of the 
government. 
Ms M.M. Quirk: It was people relating their overseas travels! They did not even talk about their constituents’ 
complaints. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: I remember the member for Girrawheen’s comments about her first great legal case when 
she prosecuted the taxidriver who wore the loud Hawaiian shirt. I thought it was an interesting story. I raised it to 
point it out to the member for Mandurah, who attacked members on this side for reflecting on personal 
experience in debating the bill.  
Several members interjected. 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Member for Warnbro, how is your train station? 
Several members interjected.  
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Member for Girrawheen, I remind you that you are on three calls, so please allow 
the Minister for Transport to complete the debate.  

Point of Order 
Mr P.B. WATSON: The minister is continually baiting the member for Girrawheen by giving examples to her, 
but she is not allowed to answer. I thought we had a democracy here. It is open slather, is it? 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER: There is no point of order. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Madam Deputy Speaker, I was simply making the point that the member for Girrawheen 
used her life experience, appropriately in my view, to highlight the significance of this bill.  

Ms M.M. Quirk: They talked about their overseas travel!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Members on the government side used their many and varied life experiences to highlight 
the significance of this bill. Surely in this place, if there are two things we should celebrate, the first would be the 
fact that members have an opportunity to rise and speak in support of or opposition to bills. That is a great 
element of the democracy that the member for Albany just reflected on. The second would be that there are 59 of 
us and we all come from different backgrounds, so we can reflect on different life experiences. I think that is 
something to celebrate. Therefore, debate around this bill should be celebrated. Member for Mandurah, with the 
greatest of respect to your life experience, especially as a thespian — 
Mr P.C. Tinley: Do not impugn his sexuality like that!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Member for Willagee, I know that education in the armed services is somewhat limited, 
but surely you understood me! I used to watch that show in which they sang something like “the gang’s all here 
to entertain you”. What was that?  

Mr D.A. Templeman: It Ain’t Half Hot Mum.  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: They always had something in the armed services to keep them going! I am sure the 
member for Willagee knows what thespian means and its application there. The debate has been a great 
reflection on the strengths of the Parliament, with MPs contributing to the third and second reading debates on an 
important piece of legislation and reflecting on the varied backgrounds and histories that brought them to this 
place. It is why we are here and why communities elect us. It is not because we are homogeneous and all the 
same; it is because we have all these life experiences. We should celebrate that—not perhaps in relation to the 
taxi bill, which admittedly may have been slightly oversubscribed by some government members, but in relation 
to the dynamism of the Parliament. It is a great place. I applaud and acknowledge that many members spoke on 
this bill.  

This bill has finally reached its point of conclusion in this house. The flag is about to fall on this fare. I reflect 
again on the underlying themes that have been repeated over and over and over again. The taxi industry provides 
an incredibly valuable service to the people of this state. That is the case whether someone lives in the 
metropolitan area; or, as the member for Mandurah reflected on, in Mandurah; or, for the member for Moore, in 
Moore; or, for the member for Murray–Wellington, in the town of Pinjarra. I am sure the member for Kimberley 
would reflect on the taxi service in Broome at least, in one small part of her electorate but not in the totality; and 
you, Madam Deputy Speaker, made reference to Kalgoorlie and the excellent service provided by a particular 
driver. Taxis are a really important part of the transport solution provided to people in Western Australia. There 
is something egalitarian about being in the queue to wait for a cab and something to be celebrated about the 
quality of service that by and large is provided. 

Mr W.J. Johnston: Except the member for Southern River!  

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: That was acknowledged by every person who spoke. The other thing that was 
acknowledged by every person who spoke, which is the second out of three points, is that there are a few what I 
termed “bad apples”, but they were also called “rotten eggs”, and the member for South Perth introduced a new 
term “rogue”. Whatever they are called, those drivers who do not do the right thing represent a small percentage 
of the totality of drivers who provide a wonderful service. That small percentage has a disproportionate impact 
on the industry and on people’s appreciation and understanding of the industry. It is important that collectively 
as a Parliament we put in place the best possible legislative framework to deal with those people. The third point, 
which has been acknowledged on both sides of the house, is that this legislation does that.  
I am pleased that this legislation will pass with the support of the house. I note the amount of time that has been 
invested in assisting its safe passage. My hope, and indeed our challenge in government, is to make sure that the 
framework the Parliament entrusts to us is used well to make sure we deliver the best possible quality of service 
in taxis in this state.  
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I close by thanking all members for their contributions and acknowledging the value of all members’ 
contributions. I look forward, ultimately, to the passage of this legislation through the Parliament.  
Question put and passed. 

Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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